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I am a graduate of Izmir University of Economics, Faculty of Fine Arts, Department of Architecture. I
met such names as James Coner and Piet Oudolf in the elective course on Introduction to
Contemporary Landscape Architecture that I took in my senior year of university and took my first
step into the landscape world and decided to continue my academic life in this field. I am currently a
1st year MLA student at UBC in Vancouver, Canada. In this presentation, I will share with you my
experiences about my transition from architecture to landscape, the difference between Canada and
Turkey's perspectives on design and landscape, what my classmates have added to the landscape by
coming from different disciplines other than architecture and the landscape projects in this city with a
completely different nature and ecosystem than Izmir.

Canada is one of the most respectful countries for natural life in the world. You can clearly see that
people are trying to reduce their negative impact on nature with their landscape and city planning
projects. The city center works so in harmony with nature that you can see squirrels collecting food
while walking on the street, hummingbirds landing from tree to tree, or most interestingly, a coyote
wolf passing by. Having come from Izmir, I was extremely surprised when I saw a coyote wolf while
walking on the street, but at that moment I realized that the city was actually their natural habitat and
we humans were an invader. That's why every project here is designed not only to be a plus for
people's lives, but also to support the habitats they lost to other living things.

The second thing that surprised me the most was that the majority of the class came from different
disciplines other than Architecture. There is a wide variety of background. They come from
departments such as geological engineering, psychology, geography, visual design and even French
language and literature, bringing different perspectives to the landscape design.
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